A program of the Commonweal
Theatre, November Nights sup-
ports the development of new
works for the American stage.

A Midnight Dreary
by Scott Dixon

Previews Oct. 29 & 30; opens
Oct. 31; closes Nov. 15.

ALL SHOWS feature a talk-back
with the cast and playwright.
Opening night features a post-
show celebration open to all!

:: LIMITED RUN ::
12 SHOWS ONLY

RESERVE YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

(800) 657-7025
(507) 467-2525

tickets@commonwealtheatre.org
www.commonwealtheatre.org
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208 Parkway Ave N.
Lanesboro, MN

A ‘NEdtvight Dreary

a play by Scott Dixon

poster art by Initio

Commonweal
desighers on
bringing

A “MEdmight
Brreary

to the stage

I remember being quite young,
unfamiliar with Poe’s works, shiv-
ering as I listened to
my mother’s hushed \
voice spin the tale of ~ /.%
the lost Lenore. So f‘*:
began a fascination [ 7]
with the literature
of dark Romanti-
cism and how W |
the subconscious %l
spins the gos- @
samer of fears , (
into the fabric ) b ¥
of reality. When ,

I was presented T — 1
with the opportu- |

nity to re-imagine

Poe’s last days, I felt

that same child-

hood shiver. This

new work speaks to my curiosity
about the psyche of the artist and
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[continued on 2: Designers

About the
Playwright

Scott Dixon is the author of A
Midnight Dreary, about the life of
Edgar Allan Poe. So what is his
favorite holiday? Most Lanesboro
kids know: it’s Halloween.

“He loves to prepare scary sur-
prises for trick-or-treaters “says
his wife, actress Stela Burdt. One
year, she said, they set up a pump-
kin head on top of a scarecrow in
their front yard in early October,
so the neighborhood kids would
get used to it.

Then on Halloween, “Scott
dressed in the exact same costume
with the pumpkin head, froze in
the same position as the scarecrow
and didn’t move until people came
near.” The funniest result, she
said, was one mother who shrieked
when he came to life while her
young son wasn’t fazed at all.

It’s no surprise, then, that
Scott’s a fan of horror stories, an
interest fueled by discovering Poe’s
works as a young reader.

“The mood of his stories had such
an emotional impact,” he said.
“Ever since, I've loved monsters
and ghosts. I like the way that

[continued on 3: Playwright






